Sightreading Basics

Have a plan!

Sightreading - Playing a musical selection for the first time is called sightreading. The key to sightreading success is to know what to look for before playing the piece. Follow the guidelines below, and your orchestra will be sightreading STARS! Use the word STARS to remind yourself what to look for before reading a selection for the first time.


S - Signatures – Key Signatures Check the Sharps or flats in the key signature. Identify the key signature first. Silently practice notes from the key signature. Look for key signature changes in the piece.

T - Time signature and tempo markings  Identify and look for changes in the piece. Make sure to keep a steady tempo without stopping!
A - Accidentals  Check for any sharps, flats, or naturals not found in the key signature.

R - Rhythm  Slowly count and bow all difficult rhythms. Pay special attention to rests. 
S -  Signs  Look for all signs that indicate bowings, dynamics, tempo changes, repeats, first and second endings, and any other instructions printed on your music.
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